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THE SS 
(The Commission convened at 1000 hours). 
HANS JUETTNER, & witness, took the stand and testified 
as follows: 
BY CAFTAIN TUBRIDY: 
Q Will you ask the witness to raise his right hand and 
repeat after me: 
I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will 
speak the pure truth and will withhold and add nothing. 
(The witness repeated the oath). 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY:  XENXXXX Will you please be seated. 
Di. KOBSSL:MX Mr. Chairman, I ask permission to take 
over the questioning of the witness. 
CAPTAIN TUBKIDY: Yes, you may proceed. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DH. KOESSL: 
q What was the reason for your employment as chief of 


the command office of the Waffen SS and of the SS main leadership 
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office? 

A At the beginning of war 1 was staff officer for the 
55хЕННЕИВДЕНЕ ККЕЛЕХХХЯЯХХКИЙХИЙЖАЙЖЕРЕКАйХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХ 
ХХХХХХХКХХКИКЮХКМЕНКИКХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХХҮХХХХЭҮХХ 
SS Fuehrungshauptant. Before the war the Inspector, Colonel 
General Hauser, went into combat. I was his representative, 
this inspector, his deputy. As such, I had to carry on 
negotiations with the Wehrmacht. For that reason, Himmler 
ordered that I was to remain behind and that I was to take 
over the inspector sk the SS Verfuegstruppe. 

As Inspector of the SS Verfuegunstruppe I set up the 
first division of the SS Verfuegungstruppe in material and 
personnel. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: What was the date that he "nd 
gaged in this position? 

ТЕЕ INTERPRETER: He took over the position on the 
18% of September 1959 À /itter this division had been set 
up the Inspector of the SS Verfuegungstruppe was changed 
to the Command Office of the SS Verfuegungstruppe. This 
Command office belonged to the SS main office. 

— 

Gem I emphasize that a command office 
was created without a command. As a result of difficulties 
with the Chief of the SS main office the Command Office 
of the SS Verfuegungstruppe was taken out and on Himmler's 
orders the SS main leadership office was set up. 


This high-sounding name was actually wrong. 
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office did not lead direct but all the tasks for training, 
training, equipment and material replacements for the re- 
placement units, were dealt with in this office. No chief 
was appointed for the main leadership office at that time. 
As Chief of the Command Office of the SS Verfugungstruppe I 
became Chief of Staff of the main leadership office. I 
worked in that capacity until January 1945. 

In January 1943 I was appointed Chief of the main 
leadership office. I held this position until shortly 
before the Armistice; I don't know the date exactly any 
more. On the 5th or 6th of May 3348 Himmler removed me from 
my position and I was released from the SS. 

BY CAPTAIN TUBKIDY: 

Q So far you have шиї only spoken of the ХЯХХИКМЙК 
Verfuegungstruppe. What about the term Waffen SS? 

A In a public speech Adolf Hitler when he mentioned 
the field troops in battle , he mentioned the armed units 
of the SS and invented the term Waffen SS. That йаз in 
1940. Clarification of this term is Main Leader. The 


Waffen SS meant the 55 Verfuegungstruppe, and therefore the 


units of the Totenkopfverbeaude, Death Head formations, were 


transferred into the Waffen SS. The Totenkopfverbeaude 
division set up by the Totenkopf formations about injt he 
fall of 1940 was transferred to the labor field of the 
main leadership office. The replacement units of this di- 
vision -- 


COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: Replacement units of 
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this regiment? 

THE WITNESS: Replacement units of the Totenkopf 
division. 

COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: Yes. 

THE WITNESS: And the Totenkopf standard bearers 
5 to 18 were placed under the main leadership office. The 
guards of the concentration camps were also to be trans- 
ferred. This was not done in effect because the Chief of 
the SS main office, Heissmayer (7), was made Inspector Gen- 
eral of the SS Totenkopf formation. اا ا‎ this Ober- 
gruppenfuehrer under me wasn't possible for official reasons. 
I had no influence on these units for this reason and I 
requested the dissolution of the Totenkopf standard bearer 
and I requested that the guard battalions be made indepen- 
dent. These guard battalions were later separated and were 
placed under SS General Pohl, p-o-h-1l. 

Obergruppen Pohl was Chief of the economic and leader- 
ship main office, but after Obergruppen and General Eckel ? | 
had left,the concentration camps were under his orders. As 
& result, under his orders the concentration camps and the 
guard battalions were coordinated and placed under his com- 
mand. 

Since the question of service in the guard k&k&giikznx 
kmkziiir battalions was not recognized as defense service 
or war service, the High Command of the Wermacht, Field 
Marshal Keitel asked Hitler for a decision. The decision 


of Adolf Hitler was transmitted by Field Marshal Keitel. 
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It was that service in these guard battalions would not be 
recognizedxaxaxwar as war service and defense service by him. 
Only after the end of the war he would make а daat decision 
mix оп this question. 

Over-stepping his authority, Himmler thereupon made 
these guard battalions units of the Waffen SS; and in the 
Army service regulations these units were called Waffen SS 
units. The members of these battalions thus not only be- 
came Waffen SS but were distinguished from the regular 
troops of the Waffen SS, which I call the regular Waifen 
SS. The command posts of the concentration camps were not 


taken into the Waffen SS at that time. They contained the 


basic personnel of the concentration camps. Now, in cap- 


tivity, I learn that the Inspector or Commander of the 
concentration camps without our knowledge temporarily as- 
signed the men of the command post guard battalions in order 
to make them members of the Waffen SS. 

COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: What was that? 

THE INTERPRETER: Temporarily assigned the men of 
the command post to the guard battalions in order to make 
them members of the Waffen SS. 

THE WITNESS: In my personal opinion, this was 
illegal. It was kept secret from us, the Waffen SS. 

COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: May I just say this: The 
answer to this question has now taken nearly half an hour. 
This I understood yesterday is the first of BR 36 questions. 


It looks, therefore, as if this witness is going to take 
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at least 12 hours to complete his evidence; and judging by 
what we have heard up to now, not one single word has been 
relevant. 

Dk. KOESSL: The witness has answered two other 


questions which I will not ask. 


7 r ” 


CAPTAIN TUERIDY: That isn't the point, The point 
‚ | 


is we have taken now about half an hour in preliminary ques- 
tions which so-far-ss-evidenee—ts—eoneerned could be stricken 
from the record, so far as the issues which are supposed to 
be before this Commission are concerned. And there has not 
been any real substantial contribution by this witness to 
any of the ultimate things which we want to hear. We have 
heard all-his past service-&nd-how-he- was transferred from 
one orgenizstion to another. йе haven't heard anything 
as to what has gone on with regard to-the-substenoe- of the 
organization, 
ХХХЮКХХХХЕХКАХХХ 
ХХХХХЯХХХ DR. KOESSL: It is very important to establish what 
the relationship of the concentration guards was to the 
Waffen SS. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: I agree with that if he would pur- 
sue that line of questioning. 

Dn. KOESSL: Shall I continue with the examination 
of this witness? 

CAPTAIN TUBRKIDY: Yes, but along the suggested 
lines. 


BY ОК. KOESSL: 


Q Into which main office was the command of the 
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Inspector of the Deaths Head Formations and the Inspector 
of the concentration camps? That is, the offices of Eckel.(*) 
The office of SS Gruppenfuehrerx activity. 

A These offices were the SS main office under 
Obergruppenfuehrer Heissmayer. (7) 

Q What was the difference between the SS main office 
and the SS main leadership office? 

A The main leadership office worked on military 
affairs of the Waffen SS, and the command office of the 
general SS was attached to that office. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Will you translate that question? 

THE WITNESS: During this war this had no signifi- 
cance. It was to become important only after the war. 

LESYPENATT COLONEL BROOKHART: І must object to 
further questions along this line on the ground of the dis- 
agreement in comparison with the criminal charts of the 
Prosecution. 

DR. KOESSL: Т am questioning this witness from 
the point of view of the Supreme Command of the SS. 

~kEBUTENANT COLONEL BROOKHART: Му objectim still 


CAPTAIN TUEKIDY: Мг. Koessl, we axe devoted kkg a 
whole morning to listening to the organizational set-up of 
the SS. A chart was introduced and it disagreed with the 
chart which was produced by the Frosecution; and we would 


like to confine the evidence which is to be presented now 


to new matter not connected with the organizational set-up 


of the SS. 
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Dk. KOESSL: Т should like to establish where the 
inspectors of the Totenkopf formations and of the concen- 
tration camps fitted into the organization. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Very well, but I wish he ould 
do it in just about two questions. 

Dh. KOESSL: I should like the witness to explain 
briefly once more how this office of Eckel ($) fitted into 
the organization until Pohl took over, and what the set-up 
was then. 

CAPTAIN TUBKIDY: Can't we ask а simple question 
as to who was in charge in the SS organization of these 
units that you want to ask questions about? 

DR. КЕМРМЕК: Could I help her? ¥4 

CAPTAIN TUERIDY: Yes, if you please, Dr. Kempner. 


(Dr. Kempner speaks in German).: 


BRXXKE 
XXXX CAPTAIN TUBHIDY: 7 And then can't you ask what 
his position was in the SS organization? 
BY DR. KOESSL: 

Q їп whose hands was the command of the concentra- 
tion camp guards and what was the organization of the con- 
centration camp guards until Eckel (?) went to the front? 

A Under Gluecks (2) as inspector and under Feiss- 
mayer (?) as chief of the SS main office. 


Q Were these two agencies agencies of the Waffen 
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COM Q Later was there any relationship to the Waffen SS? 
са кін А Ву Himmler's order the guard battalions were 
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battalions of the Waffen SS. 

є Did you in your ofíice have anytning to do with 
concentration camps? 

A Neither personally nor for the main leadership 
office did I ever have anything to do with concentration 
camps. 

ч, Now we will discuss the tasks of the main leader- 
ship office. You said that the name was not correct, in 
view of the activity of this office. What was the kark 
task of the SS main leadership office? 

A The SS main leadership office had to train re- 
placement units for the Waffen SS. It had to supply equip- 
ment; it had to train commissioned officers and officers 
for the troops at the front; and it had to secure per- 
sonnel replacements for the troops. In addition, the di- 


vision of the Waffen SS when they were drawn from the front 


after losses, were freshened up by material and personnel 


by the SS main leadership office. 


Q Briefly, what was the task in the development of 
the SS Verfuegungstruppe before the war? 

A The SS Verfuegungstruppe was created by Hitler's 
order in 1935 as far as I know. It was a guard unit. Elite 
troops. 

CAPTAIN TUBKIDY: Was it guard elite troops ог 


was it elite troops? 
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THE INTERPRETER: Не says it means elite troops. 

DR. KOESSL: It is the fault of the translation 
that the proceedings take so long. 

CAITAIN TUBRIDY: Well, let's get along. 

THE WITNESS: he SS Verfuegungstruppe were to 
be built up to a final strength of 20.000 men. By the out- 
break of the war it had reached a strength of about 18,000 
men. It consisted of four regiments, Leiostandante (?), 
Germania, Deutschland -- artillery regiment, an information 
battalion and an engineer battalion. The units were scat- 
tered throughout the буттап Reich. Their main task was to 
protect the Fuehrer and to provide honor guards, honor com- 
panies, for mass meetings. For that reason the men were 
selected according to size and racial appearance. At the 
out-break of the war the SS Verfuegungstruppe was in no 
way trained or prepared for war. For that reason the SS 
Verfuegungstruppe were not enthusiastic at the out-break 
of war, because we knew that & large part of us would have 
to fall, since the training had not been completed. We did 
not consider service as militarism, since militarism is an 
end in itself in service for a soldier. We were not encun- 
Бегей with traditions. йе were a young unit which was to 
and did appear as parade troops and was neither Wehrmacht 
nor police. The service was fulfillment of defense ser- 
vice, military duty. 

BY ОК. KOESSL: WhERkxxmil 


lied 
eic 
Q What role dàgs the SS Verfuegungstruppe play in 





C OM 
1-11 
Darrow 
23 May 


И 


the invasion of Austria, Sudetenland and the Protectorate? 

A The march into Austria and the Protectorate was 
а complete surprise to us. Тһе SS Verfuegungstruppe had 
made no preparations in mobilization. They received orders 
to move in, as they were under the command of the Army. I 
myself was on an official trip and knew nothing about this. 
I was jpaliea back by telegram and learned it in this way 
when the invasion had already taken place. 

Q Was the same thing the case in all three situa- 
tions? 

A It was not so in the march into the Sudetan German 
area. There had been previous negotiations in that case and 
we knew that we would have to occupy the territory. 

Q What about the March into the Protectorate? 

A That was just as much a surprise as the invasion 
of Austria. 

ч What can you teli us about the formation of foreign 
units in the Waffen SS? 

A There was a total of 14 foreign divisions in the 
Waffen SS. These divisions were set up from the individ- 
ual countries. We trained and equipped them, and we pro- 
vided them with German key personnel. XZE This German 
Waffen SS personnel was under foreign officers, and in 
disciplinary respects as well as others. We did not repre- 
sent that from the standpoint of mastery. 


Q Were there any reasons against the establishment of 


these foreign units? 
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A I myself opposed the formation of these units, 
because this took arms away from four own units, and the 
training was very difficult because of the language bar- 
riers. As X I predicted, these units almost collapsed 
the first time they were sent into combat and they lost 
almost mxx all of their arms and equipment. Almost without 
exception they had to be re-equipped. 

Q Why were the replacement troops of the Waffen 
SS not put in the replacement Army? 

A Placing these troops under the command of the 
commander of the replacement army would have been a quite 
possible solution. This was not done, intentionally. In 
order to facilitate the establishment of the young troops 
if this had been done by the commander of the replacement 


army it would have taken a great deal of time, becausey 


the bureaucracy in the ministry offices of Germany was very 


great. 

Q What was the relationship of the Waffen SS to 
the Army? 

A The relationship to the Army was in general good. 
The main leadership office was coordinated with the commander 
of the replacement army, and the cooperation was excellent. 
In the field also in general the relationship between the 
Waffen SS and the Army was excellent, but there were some 
difficulties which arose through jealousy because our 
divisions as motorized divisions were differently equipped 


from the horse-drawn divisions of the Army; but not dif- 





ШЇЇ 


ferent from the motorized divisiops of the Army. 
МК. GRIFFITH JONES: The equipment of the Waffen 
SS cannot possibly be relevant. It is an absolutely sheer 
waste of time. ! 
ТНЕ INTERPRETER : Would you repeat that, please. 
&iQXNEX KR ОО ТЕЕТТН JONES: I say the equipment of 
different units in the SS cannot be relevant by any of the 
rules of evidence and is sheer waste of time. 
DR. KOESSL: These statements are only made to 
show why it was possible at all anywhere for there to be 
any tense relations. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: То be any what? What relations? 
Dh. KOESSL: Between the Army and the Waffen SS. 
COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: The relations between the 
Army and theWaffen SS are purely irrelevant. Unless the de- 
fense is really making an effort to cut down this evidence 
into some kind of reasonable limits this proceeding will go 
on indefinitely. 
Dk. KOESSL: This is not irrelevant because it 
tends to show that the Waffen SS was a part af the Army. 
CAPTAIN TUBKIDY: Well, it seems that in trying 
to show the connection between the Waffen SS and the Army -- 
I assume that you are trying to show that the Wafíen ss 
Q& really troops similar to other troops of the Wehrmacht. 
DR. KOESSL: The same аз the troops of the Army. 


CAPTAIN TUEKIDY: But the point that has been 
made by Colonel Griffith Jones is that this line of 
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questioning is hardly showing that. 

Dk. KOESSL: I assume that the Waffen SS cannot 
have been a criminal organization if its activity was the 
same as that of the Army. 

CAPTAIN TUBKIDY: Mr. Koessl, you don't seem to 
appreciate the, you might say, points of view which have 


the Prosecution 
oma which have been expressed by 


been expressed by 
the Commission here. Now I would suggest that if you have 
received & suggestion, that you please try to pursue it, be- 
cause if you don't, you know, it leads us nowhere. 

DR, KOESSL: Yes, I want to follow suggestions 
but I have to prove that the Waffen SS was not a criminal 
organization. 3 

COLONEL ВКООКНАКТ: Mr. Commissioner, may I add 
an objection that this witness has notibeen shown to be 


qualified to speak for the Army. 


вххх RR SEX 


рк. KOBSSL: (Speaks in G,rman). 


e 
CAPTAIN TUBHIDY: Just a minute, Mr. Koessl. Was 
the Waffen SS part of the Wehrmacht? 
THE WITNESS: It was, the fourth part. 
BY CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: 
Q Did it have a separate commander in the field? 
A No. It was under the Army. 
ч Who was the commander of the Waffen SS organiza- 
tions in the field? 
A They were under the Commarfer in Chief of the Army 


and the General Staff of the Army. 
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Q When the Wehrmacht was in the field with the ss 
units, was that organization responsible to only one leader 
of the SS troops? 


THE INTERPRETER: Would you repeat the question? 


RAXXKXNXXXEKXXEXX 
BY CAPTAIN TUBKIDY: 


4 When the Waffen SS were in the field, were they 
responsible to only one leader in that particular area? 
A No, they were incorporated into the Army corps, 
into Army units like any other unit of the Army. 
8, КИК But they were responsible to one leader, 
weren't they, as SS units in that particular army? 
They were under the Generals of the Army. 
weren't they responsible to one leader, one 
SS leader, of that Army? 
A No, 
Q Was each SS unit under the command of some Wehr- 
macht comnander? 
A Yes, they were incorporated into the Army, with 
the sole exception of replacements and clothing. 
Q Would you answer the question directly, please. 
When the Waffen SS was in the field, to whom were the troops 
of the Waffen SS responsible in the field; with any parti- 
cular Army? 
A To the Army officer, to the commanding general, 
or the commander of the army. 


Q Wasn't there an intermediate personfx between the 


А 
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units and the commanding General of the Army? 

A No. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Are you familiar with the set-up of the Waffen SS 
in the field working with the Wehrmacht? 

A Yes. 

3, Isn't there an independent SS commander who is 
in charge of all the SS troops when the SS are attached to 
&n army in the field? 

A NO, not to my knowledge. 

4 Is each SS unit separately attached to each one 
of the organizations of the Wehrmacht? 

A That depends on the area. In this area they were 
subordinate. I should like to add something, to avoid mis- 
understanding. Just like units of the Army, units of the 
Waffen SS were temporarily assigned to combat partisans. 

Dk. KOESSL: Т will have this question cleared 
up by а special witness. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Let us adjourn for, minutes. 


(A recess was taken). 
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oravia during the 
emergency:" It is written on 14 Овборег 1941. "In 


Battalions of the 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 


(The hearing reconvened at 1410 hours , 23 May 1946) 
HANS JUETTNER - Resumed 
CROSS EXAMINATION - Continued. 
BY М. MONNERAY: 
I should like to finish cross examination of the witness, and 
will read an excerpt from the Document 1918 PS. I want to read the speech 
of Himmler concerning treatment of inferior people, it is about the guard- 
ing of the inferior people: 
"This activity is necessary, as I said, 1, to eliminate those neg- 
ative people from the German people, 2, to exploit them once more for 
the great folk community by having them break stones and bake bricks so 
that the Fuehrer can again erect his grand buildings, and 2, to in turn 
invest the money, earned soberly this way, in houses, in ground, in 
settlements so that our men can have houses in which to raise large , 
families and lots of children." 
Q Himmler was made Chief of the Wassen SS from what time on? 
A From the beginning. 


Q And the idealogy of Himmler concerning the inferior beings 


which are mentioned was cuite well known to people joining the Vaffen 


SS, wasn't that so. 
COLONEL NEAVE: I don't think he has auite understood .the 
question. Could you re-translate that? 
A I can't answer that. I don't know whether the individual man 
knew of it. 
BY M. MONNERAY: 


Q But during the years of training of new members joining 
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the Waffen SS and the SS, this idolatry about inferior beings has been taught, 
isn't that so? 

A There was no time tio do that after the war, 

And before the war? 
A During the war our training was limited to history and Adolf 


Hitler's Mein Kampf. 


Q But before the war this teaching and training of доз nad 


been carried through, hadn't it? 

A Аз far as it touched the national xmeiizx socialist ideplogy, and, 
of course it was touched also in the course of instructions . A distinction 
must be made between Himmler as Reich Fuehrer of the SS and Himmler as 
Chief of the German Police, 

Q And people joining the SS before the war at least knew that 
Himmler, according to idealogy, that those inferior beings had to be put 
aside or under protection in special camps? 

A The whole German people knew that their social government had 
to be safeguarded in concentration camps. 

Q Is it right that the concentration camps were under the adminis- 
tration of the SS and especially Himmler. 1 am more particularly interested 
in this end — the organization of the camps. 

DR. KOESSL: I want to say something about the point of his 
mentioning inferior beings. 

COLONEL NEAVE: Are you making an objection to the French 
Prosecutor's auestion or what? 


DR. KOESSL: I want to object to the cuestion because the 


” 
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military government itself organized in a large part the concentration 
camps and people were put there for reasons of crimes. 
COLONEL NEAVE: I can't accept that. You mst raise that 

in your re-examination. Go on, please. 
BY M. MONNERAY: 

Q So it is right that matters of the concentration camps were 
under the administration of the SS? 

A No, that is not correct. 


M. MONNERAY: That is all. 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY IR. KOESSL: 

Q When were the TOTEMKOPF Regiments 5 to 18 placed under Heissmayer? 

A In 1939 and 1940, I don't know exactly.When they were placed 
under the main leadership office a large part of these Totemkopf formations 
were dissolved, : 

О When these SS formations were under Heissmayer did the Waffen 
SS already exist? 

A Yes 

Q Was Heissmayer with the Totemkopf formations a part of the 


Waffen SS? 


A No. 
TT? 
Q Jere there two kinds of Totemkopf regiments? 


A The Totemkopf divisions and the replacement units were immediately 
Waffen SS. The Totemkopf formations under Heissmayer became part of the 


Waffen SS later. 
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Q When the Totemkopf regiments, 5 to 8, existed under Heissmayer 
they were not yet a part of the Waffen SS? 

A No, otherwise they would not have been under Heissmayer. 

0 You said that the Waffen SS was credited for the working hours 
of the concentration camps? 

A Yes. 

Q What was the advantage for the Waffen SS in this? 

A The divisions could be equipped more quickly to this delivery of 


weapons. 


Q ‘Would the Waffen SS have received the same weapons if it had 


not be^credited with working hours? 


A Yes 
о Did the Wehrmacht receive weapons in the same way? 
A No, that was an agreement between Himmler and the High Command 
of the Wehrmacht. 
0 As @hief of the SS main leadership office did you learn where 
the troop replacements and medical matters came from? 
A They were received from the office of the Reich doctor of the 
SS or pharmaceutical people, 
0 Did this Reich doctor of the SS have anything to do with the 
Waffen SS? 
A He could give technical instructions about medical matters, 
0 Do you know in what form the gold was delivered? 
I know nothing about the gold. 
How high were the losses of the Waffen SS? 


By estimate, 250,000. 
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0 Were these losses at certain times at least higher in per-centage 
than those of the Wehrmacht? 

А. They were higher in the French campaign in the Totefkopf Division 
because those Totenkopf Divisions had not been trained enough before it 
was sent into action. 

0 Did you talk with Obergruppenfuehrer Berger about recruitments 
for losses that they sustained? 

A No. 

COLONEL NEAVE: Has AMTSGRUPPE W been discussed mxxkex earlier 
today. Just for my guidance as I wasn t here this "rus Та was 
Obergruppenfuehrer Berger? 

A The Prosecution said that Berger obstructed recruitment. It 


was hard to recruit for the Waffen SS because it was such a bloody formation. 


BY DR. KOESSL: 


Q Do you know whether the population believed that the Waffen 


SS had losses greater than those of the Wehrmacht? 
A In 1940 the news was spread that we had very great losses. 
COLONEL NEAVE: Does that finish with your witness, Dr. Koessl? 
DR. KOESSL: That is all the questions I had to ask him. 


(THE COMMISSION ADJOURNED AT 1430 HOURS) 
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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE 

DEFENSE OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE А 
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MILITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 

OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 

1946, 

THURSDAY, 23 MAY 1946 

COMMISSIONERS : 


Captain Joseph Tubridy 
Mr. I. D. MeIlwraith 


(The Commission convened at 1000 hours). 
HANS JUETTNER, а wi ness, took the stand and testified 
as follows: 
BY CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: 
Q Will you ask the witness to raise his right hand and re- 
peat after me: 
I swear by God, the Almight and Omniscient, that I will S peak 
the pure truth and will withhold and add nothing. 
(The witness repeated the oath). 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Will you please be seated. 
DR. KOESSL: Мг. Chairman, I ask permission to take 
over the questioning of the v^taess. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Yes, you may proceed, 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR, KOESSL: 
Q What vas the reason for your employment as chief of the 
command office of the Waffen SS and of the SS main leadership offi 
A At the beginning of war I was staff officer for the Ss 
Fruehrungshauptant. Before the war the Inspector, Colonel General 
Hauser, went into combat. I was his representative, this inspec ‹ 
his deputy. As such, I had to carry on negotiations with the 
lehrmacht. For that reason, limmler ordered that I was to remain 
behind and that I was to take cver the inspector of the SS 
Verfuegstruppe. 
As Inspector of the SS Ve-fuegunstruppe I set up the first 
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division of the SS Verfuegunsi. әре I set up the first division 
of the SS Verfuegungstruppe in г iterial and personnel. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: What was the date that he —— in 
tnis position? 

THE INTERPRETER: He took over the position on the lst 
of September 1939. 

TEE WITNESS: After this division had been set up the 
Inspector of the SS Verfuegungstruppe was changed to the Command 
Office of the SS Vorfuogunstri; vc. This Command Office belonged 
to the SS main office. 

I emphasize that a command office was created without a com- 
mand. AS a result of difficulties with the Chief of the SS main 
office tho Command Office of tto SS Verfuegungstruppe was taken 
out and on Himmler's orders the SS main leadership office was sot 
UDe 

This high-sounding name was actually wrong. This office dia 
not lead direct but all the tasks for training, training, equipment 
and material replacements for the replacement units, were dealt 
with in this office. No chicf was appointed for the main leader- 
Ship office at that time. As Chief of the Command Office of tho 
SS Verfugungstruppe I became Chief of Staff of the main leadershi 
office. I worked in that capacity until January 1943. 

In January 1945 I was appc.i:itod Chicf of tho main leadership 
office. I held this position uisil shortly before the Armistice; 
I don't know the date cxactly any more. On the 5th or 6th of May 
1945 Himmler removed mo from my position and I was released from 
the SS. 

BY CAPTAIN TRUBRIDY: 

Q So far you have only spoken of tho Verfucgungstruppe. 
ihat about the term Waffen SS? 

A In a public speech Aaolf Hitler when he mentioned the 

icld troops in battle, he mentioned the armed units of tho SS 
and invented the term Vaffon SS. That was in 1940. Clarification 
of this term is Main Leader. Tho Waffen SS meant tho SS Vorfuc- 
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gungstruppe and, therefore, th units of the Totenkopfverbeaude, 
Death Head formations, were tr. 3ferrod into the Waffen SS. The 
Totenkopfverbecaude division sot up by tho Totenkopf formations 
about in tho fall of 1940 was transferrcd to tho labor ficld of 
the main leadership office. The replacement units of this divi- 
Біол.-- 


COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: Replacement units of 
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this regiment? 

THE WITNESS: Replacement units of the Totenkopf division. 

COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: Yes. 

THE WITNESS: And the Totenkopf standerd bearers 5 to 18 were 
placed under the main leadership office. The guards of the concentration 
camps were also to be transferred. This was not done in effect because the 
Chief of the SS main office, Heissmayer(?), was made Inspector General of 


the SS Totenkopf formation. To place this Obergruppenfuehrer under me wasn't 


possible for official reasonse I had no influence on these units for this 


reason and I requested the dissolution of the Totenkopf standard bearer and 
I requested that the buard battalions be made independent. These guard 
battalions were later separated and were placed under SS General Pohl,p-o-h-1l. 

Obergruppen Pohl was Chief of the ecanomic and leadership main 
office, but after Obergruppen and General Eckel (7) had left, the con- 
centration camps were under his orders. As a result, under his orders the 
concentration camps and the guard battalions were coordinated and placed 
under his command. 

Since tha question of service in the guard battalions was not 
recognized as defense service or war service, the High Command of the 
Wehmacht, Field Marshal Keitel asked Hitler for а decision. The decision 
of adolf Hitler was transmitted by Field Marshal Keitel. It was that service 
in these guard battalions would not be recognized as war service and defense 
service by him. Only after the end of the war he would make a decision on 
this question, 

Over-stepping his authority, Himmler thereupon made these 
guard battalions units of the Waffen 65: and in the Army service regulations 
these units were called Waffen 55 units. The members of these battalions thus 
not only became Waffen SS but were distinguished from the regular troops 
of the Waffen SS, which I call the regular Waffen SS. The command posts of 
the concentration camps were not taken into the Waffen SS at “hat timo, They 
contained the basic personnel of the concentration camps. Now, in Captivity, 


I learn that the Inspsctor or Commander of the concentration camps without 


in order to make them members of the Waffen 65, 
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COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: What was that? 

THE INTZRPRETZB: Temporarily assigned the men of the command 
post to the guard battalions in order to make them members of the Waffen SS. 

THE WITI3SS: Іп my personal opinton, this was illegal. It 
was kept secret from us, the Waffen SS. 

COLONEL GRIFFITH JONZS: Маў I just say this: The answer to 
this question has now taken nearly half an hour. This I understood yesterday 
is the first of 36 questions. It looks, therefore, as if this witness is going 
to take at least 12 hours to complete his evidence and judging by what we 
have heard up to now, not one single word has been relevent. 

DR. KOZSSL: Ths witness has answersd two other quastions 
which I will not ask. 

CAPTAIN TUBRILY: Thet ien't the reel point, Dr. Koessl. The 
point is we have taken now about half an hour in preliminary questions which 
could be stricken from the record, so far as ths issties which are supposed 
to be before this Commission are concerned. and there has not been any real 
substantial contribution by this witness to any of the ultimate things which 
we want to hear, 

IR. KOESSL: It is vary important to establish what the 
relationship of the coreentration camps guerds was to the Waffen SS. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: I egree with you if you would pursue that 
lins of questioning. 

DR. KOESSL: Shall I aontinue with the examination of this 
witness? 

САРТАЙ: TUBRILY: Yos, but along the suggested lines. 
BY IR. KOLSSL: 


Q Into which mein offica was the command of tho 





ШОШ 


23 lay-Ju-l-Darrow — 


Inspector of tho Deaths Head Formations and tho Inspector of the concentration 


camps? That is, tho offices of Eckol..(?) The office of SS Gruppenfuchror 
activity. 

À These offices were the SS main office under Obergruppenfuehrer 
Heissnayor,. (2) 

0 "mat was the difference between: the SS main office and tho SS nain 
leadership office? 

А Tho nain leadership office worked on military affairs of tho "affer 
SS, and the comand officc of thc gencral SS was attached to that office. 

CIF TAIN TUBRIDY: Will you translate that quosticn? 

During this wer this had no significance . Tt was to 

become important only after the wor, 

COLONEL BROOKHART: I must object to further questions along this line 


ground of the disagreement in comparison with the criminal charts of the 


1 an questioning this witness fron the point of view of 
the Supreme Command of the SS. 

COLONEL BROOKHART: Му objection still 

> devoted a whole morning to listening 
chart was introduced and it 
with the chart which was produ 
confine the evidence which is to be presented now to new matter not connected 
with the organizational s t-up of the 55. 

DR. KOESSL: I should like to establish where tho inspectors of the 
Totenkopf formations and of the concentration camps fitted into the organization, 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Very well, but I wish we could do it in just about 
two questions. 

DR. KOESSL: I should like tho witn о explain briefly once nore 
how this office of Eckel (?) fitted into the organization until Pohl took over, 
and what the set-up was then. 

а question as to who was 
lization of these units that you want to ask questions 


КЕРМЕН: Could I help the interpreter? 


ro aha 
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CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Yes, if you please, Dr. Kempner. 
(Dr. Kempner speaks in German) 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: And then can't you ask what his position was in the 
SS organization? 
BY DR. KOESSL 
Q In whose hands was the cormand of the concentration canp guards and 
what was the organization of the concentration camp guards until Eckel (?) went 
to the front? 
А Under Gluecks (2) as inspector and under Heissmayer (2) as chief 
of the SS main office. 
Were these two agencies agencies of the Waffen SS. 
Мо, 


Later was there any relationship to the Waffen SS? 


Ву Himmler!s order the gu^rd battalions were battalions of the 


Q Did you in your office have anything to do with concentration camps 
Neither personally nor forthe main leadership office did I : ever 
have anything to do with concentration camps. 

Q Now wo will discuss thb of the main leadership office. You 
said that the name was not correct, in view of the activity of this office. 
What was the task of the SS main leade 

A The SS main leadership office had to train replacement units for 
the Waffen SS. It had to supply equipment; it had to train commissioned 
officers and officers for the troops at the front; and it had to secure 
personnel replacenents for the troops. n addition, the division of the Waffen 
SS when they were drarm from the front afte osses, were freshened up by 
material and personnel by the SS main leadership officce 

Q Briefly, what was t! ask in the development of the SS Verfuegungs 
truppe before the war? 

A The SS Verfuegungstruppe was created by Hitler's order in 1935 as 


I Ітоп. dt was a guard unite lito troops. 


Vas it guard elite troops or was it elite troops? 
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The SS Verfucgungstruppe were to bo built up to a final 
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ferent from the motorized divisions of the Army e 


Re GRIFFITH JONES: The equipment of thc laffen SS cannot possibly be 
relevante It is an absclutoly sheer wast of timc. 
‘ould you repeat that, please. 
COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: I say the equipment of different units in tho SS 


к 


cannot 5e relevant by any of thc rules of evidence and is sheor wast of time. 


KOESSL: These statements aro only made to show whi it was 


all anywhere for there to ^e any tense relations. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: To be 
ween tho army and tho “affen SS. 
COLONEL GRIFFITH JONT 
are purely irrelevant. 
wn this evidence int 
лі indefinitely. 


wate 
KOESSL: 


мг the connection 
you are trying to show 


ehrmachte 


Y TTC с fra. _ 
"le KOESS 13 the 


САУТАТМ TUBRIDY: Colonel Griffith 


hardly showing thate 
a criminal 
its activity 
you misht 
which have 


you have 


“гүгсст 
KOESSL: 


prove that the 


n S9 was not л criminal organization, 


COLONEL BROOKHART: M Commissioner, may I add an objecti^n that this 
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witness has not been shown to bo qualified t^ speak for the Army, 


DR. KOESSL: (Speaks in German) 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: st а minute, “ғ. Koossl. “as tho “affen SS part of 


the chrmacht? 


THE WITNESS: It was, the fourth part. 


а Scparate commancor in thc 
It was under 


ho was the commandcr affen SS orranizations 


гл 


they were under tho Cormander in Chief of the Army ond the General 


Staff of the Army. 


ч — 1 Г = had Р 8 a EVE. 1 < y алы 
Qe hen the Wehrmacht was in tho field with the SS units 


ә was that organie 
zation responsible to only one lead 


ТЭГ TT) ^ Я «vA. 4 .. 
PRETER ‘2414 you repeat 


n SS wero in the field, w: they esponsible to 
that narticular area? 


thc Army corps, into Army units like 


They were 


But weren't they 


each SS unit uncer the command of some Jehrmacht com 
incorporated into the my, with thc 
replacements and 
Mould y answer the question di tly loas Aen tl SS was 
in tho 21014, to whom were t! Troops of the Waffen SS responsib 1. hc ficld; 
with 


"ficer, to the commandinr rencrnl, or the commander 


fasn't there on intermediate person between the 
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coimandin; General of the Army? 
Not to my knowlod;o, 
are you foniliar with tho set-up of tho И n SS in the ficld 


working with the Wehrmacht? 


4 


t there an independent SS commander who is in cherze of all 


troops when the SS are attached to an army in the ficld? 
cnowledse, 
each-SS unit separately attached to cach one of the orgenizations 
Wehrinacht? 
depends on the 
to avoid m nder standing ust like uni 
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The chief of tho anti-Portis^n units first was а gmernl 
polico, am only late 


general of tho ſoſfon 55, 
made general of tho SS only whén beside cular 
sone Waffen SS unius were put under his commend tomporsrily. 
COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: liay we havo his name? 


THE r т\с 
ric V 


LINN SD Н 


The chief was General Von Den Bach Zclowski, 


this general was а witness befor Hi 


o the High Court, 
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BY DR. KOESSL: 

0, What was tho reason for setting up tho office of tho 
Chicf of the anti-Partison units? 

4 It was Hiunler's idea to make a Superior office to 
he aray units in tho individual places, and in the individual area 


- 


for the purpose of bringing out and 


purr making his own position nore 
ілрогбапб. 

LT. COLONEL BROOKELRT: Again wo are wandering far afield. 
Where is it to bo ended, 

CaPTAIN TUBRIDY: Can you explain Mr. Koess 


l 
by tho Prosocu 


DR. KOESSL: The rcason is it was declared 
tion that the Waffen SS had taken part in tho anti-Par 
vities, and had committe сгілоз against hunanity. 

LT. COLONEL BRCOKEART: May we have tho questions = 
tains to their participation thon. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Yos. 

DR. KOESSL: And on account of tho actual storios about tho 
activities of the SS in specific places aecordinz to diffcrent wit- 
nesses, and thon because this witness was сї hone, 

BY DR. KOESSL: 

Q Was the Battalion Dirlewanger a unit of the SS? 

The Battalion Dirlewanger consiste of troops which 
were not convicted of dishonesty, but a broach of honor activity, 
and, therefore, could not bo considorod a part of the Waffen SS. 
They were not organized by the SS Main Leadership Offices. It was 
only the last year they were пайс into an агпу rehabilitation unit 
of troops which were not considered suitable so far as their honor 
was concerned for the ary. 

САРТАТМ TUBRIDY: Tho question was, was this battalion a 
part of the SS. Cannot that bo answered, yes or no? 

THE WITNESS: It can be answered with a "по" because no SS 
men were in it. 

BY DR. KOESSL: 
Q Fron whon did Dirlewanger get his orders? 


Tho battalion received its orders either fron tho SS 
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айп Office, or fron tho Higher Police 
whose comand they were placed temporarily. 
Q What were the relations there between the 
Security Office, and tho SS Main Lea ip Office? 

LT. COLONEL BROOKHLLRT: I object upon the grounds it 
is accuaauls&tive. The evidenee has already been given by other 
witness. 

Re KOESSL: I want to know how апу nembors of the 
"affen SS were under tno Stato or Reichs Security Office, and work- 
ing Tor 1%; 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Then why don't you ask that quos- 
tion, Мг. Koessl? 
BY DR. KOESSL: 
Q, answer that. 
А At the bezinning of the war against Russia, tho Reichs 


Main Security Office received three conpanii that is, one fron 


each arny group as guard units. These 


pulled back. Otherwise, the only ones 

Office were only the indivicuals which were trainod, 

being trained there. These пеп were 10014400 in the company of 

the Reichs Main Security Office. That haa to be done baecuso no- 
body according to an order could be discharged froi the Waffen SS 
Since 1940, and at the зало tine this replaced the inportant neces- 
sity of classification which existed in the Осол: 

пеп recoived in this way were not required, or did not 

any dutics in the arny by having this classification. 

Q Was tho Waffen SS connected with tho tro 
the units of the Reichs Main Sccurity Officc, 

С.РТАЇМ TUBRIDY: What is that agai 
BY DR. KOESSL: 

Q Was the Waffen SS connected with the tropps -- the 
operational troops used by tho Reichs Main Security Offico, and 
the SD - or the Einsatztruppen, which is in the Security servico? 
Was the SS taking part in these units, or any part of those units 
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LT. COLONEL BROOKHART: The nane is important there. 
Was that the Einsatzgruppen? 

THE WITNESS: I heard the word “Einsatzgruppen” in 
prison for operational sroups of the Reichs Security 


the Sccurity service. I heard that word for the 


in prison. Therefore, I do not know anything about the connoc- 


tions, or use of the Waffen SS with these units. 
BY DR. KOESSL: 

Q The Prosecution said that the Waffen SS took part in, 
or perpetrated executions in the Protectorate in 1941. That do you 
know about that? 

P Obergruppenfuchrer Heydrich pronounced martial law in 
the Protectorate, and as Reichs Protector established court паг- 
tials; for the executions or sentence replacement units of the 
Waffen SS were used without the SS Main Leadership Office so being 
informed, Knowledge of these replacenent units got back to ne by 
telephone, and I complained about this with Hinnler, Ніссіст 
wanted a report concerning this phase. Thereupon the ro»ort was 
given to Hinnler. Іп the future, thereafter, things liko that did 


not occur any more. 
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h June 1946-40:1-2-0 allagher-l 
COLONEL GRIFFITH-JONES: Could we have the date of that; 
THE '"ITNESS: 1941, ‚Моге than that I don't know. 
DR. KOESSL: The háppening as Mentioned is in the Document No, 
USRR 60, and was dated 8 February; German translation oage 4142. уау 
I continue? 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Yes, 
BY DR. KOESSL: 
Q You were the representative of Himmler as Commander of the Replaco- 
ment Army? 

Yes, 

Q. Was it he name of Himmler as Chief of Replacement Army; was the 
Repleement Army placed under Himmler? 

а. No, it was only connected with the person of Himaler, and my own 
person, 

0. АВ a continuous representative of the Chic? of the Replacement 
Army, was the prisoner of war systen under your command also? 

Мо, The "PW" or prisoner of w: n was under the High Command, 
and when it was piven to Himmler, he in turn handed it over to Obergruppen- 
guehrer Berger, 

Q. Did the office of Obergruppenfuehrer Berger have anything to do with 
the prisoner of war administration? 

No, the office of Obcrgruppenfuchrer ic have anything to 
do the "Рн administration. It was only the person of Berger himself, 

Q. Did the SS have am antages, beforc or after, with its order, or 
had greater command on the production in the concentration camps? 
A. There must be a mistake Somewhere, The Waffen SS never did order 


and never received any of the production of these concentration Campse 


7 ] 
| 


Something else, however, was understood b the High Command, and 
Himmler, Three per cent of the w ork that was cone in the aramament indus- 
trics. which was donc by prisoners from these camps, was turned over to the 
Economic and Administration Offices, This three per cent at this time was 


figured out into man-hours of wkr, and then again we figured into the hours 


of work that wore needed upon the weapons, or upon the rifles, Before that 
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the High Comiand of the Aruy delivered weapons or rifles to tho SS. 
That was only done for about three ..onths, After that it was imposs- 
ible to do it any more, The delivered rifles and machine guns were 
figured as equipment for the SS Divisions. 

Q. Did the Waffen SS have anything to do with the biological exper= 
ments in tho concentration camps? 

а. Only at this time have I heard of these biological experiments on 
human beings, and I did not know anything about them before, The ijedi- 
cal Department of the SS, however, did not have anytiing to dotwith it, 

0. Did the SS ifin Leadership Office ever hear of the fact that 


millions of Jews were killed in the exccutions i. the oxtorrünation 


I did not know anything about those extermination camps, end it 
was only here in prison that I heard about it, спа saw thui in the iovics, 
I remember, although I do not rGiconber exactly what 3 
Himmler at the time when the Jews were deportoc from Berlin, what 
happening hero. Himmler said "I do not have any hcadaches 
that the Jews would be put into labor camps and would work there, 

No other menbers of the Waffen SS ever talked to uo about those extermi- 
nation caups, 

Did you hear of any other inhuman treatencnts that were happening 

concentration caps? 

I never visited any concentration camps, but I had a large work- 
Ship near tho concentration caup of Oranienberg, in which prisoners froin 
the camps мого working. I only know that these prisoners liked to work 
for us, anc that they never complained about trea vant in the camps. 

Q. Did you know as Chief of the 55 Leacership Officus, that the 


fight aginst the Partisans was only a cover for the destruction and 


killing of the Jews and the local 


populatio 


А. I dic not hear anything cbout, just know that such units cic 


Chief of the SS Mein Leacership 
hear of any orders » Which were inhumanc, 
nanity during canbat, or during the war? 
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E or 


“> 


А. dust the opposite is the case, I gave orders that the traini 
young leaders should include teaching about the Geneva Convention, and of 
the International rights, as I thknk they really should be dme with young 
and ready leaders, 

9. Was the Waffen SS connected with, or did it take part in the сугс- 
uation pràógram in the East? 


The Waffen SS did not have anything to do with the evacuation pro- 


Did you, as Chief of the SS шіп Leadership Office ever hear about 
the fact that in the East, that by tactical units of Security Police and 
Security Service, 10,060 people were killed? 

LT. COLONEL BRUCKHART: I object to the witness answering, he said he 


Goes not know, 


ШШ 
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CAPTAIN TURBRIDY: Let him say. Just a minute, when tho 


does not know, will you please instruct him to say he does not 


plaining why ho does not know. If tho question can bo answered, yos 


prefer ho answer it yes or no. 


BY Di. KOESSL 


Ч How did it come by the name of "SS:Police Rosimentse' Vere 


waffen SS? 


it was not a regiment of the ТаҒҒоп 55, It vas an honor 


regiments actually belong to the 557 


regiments were regiments of the border 


personnel staff 


or work on the orders for the 


No , 


jas the Leadership» Offices 


with the personnel staff of tho 3oichsfushror 


һ No, that is not the case. 


л 


DR. KOESSL: I am now finished with the questioning 


Сарт: TURBRIDY: 


^ эг Үүл nanti An, 
any cross examinati 
I want 


the Waffen SS troops in the field. 


nr ттт түс 
BY г COLONS GRIFF TT i JON Ино 3 


Q Jf the SS Standarte, how many men w 


д I con't know the exact number. There were about 3,00 men, 


of the regular army unit. 


Q The SS Standarto, were they fficers? 


A During but during 


officers were included 


Q I asked about 


the 


officers of the Standarte. 


That was tho Standarte 


Try t answer my quos 


Yos > 


Then I take it thay a great majo the officers servin 


know 1 


anu 


offic T. mmanded th Standarte tho com 


nsworing 


ut ex- 


ү rith 


given to 


'anization? 


a+ 
de را‎ 


andin 
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Q and were а fow Wehrmacht officers there only because of the difficulty of із- 


enforcements during the 
No, The “ehrmacht army Officers went over into the SS during the war, 


1 


other General Staff officers were commanded to go over to the SS іп additi 
doctors, veterinarians and physicians. 
Q Did that take »lace early due to the difficulty of re-enforcing units 
> 53 officers, that they were missing, the 55 officers actually were 
I stiil want to get an actual answer, Was the employment of the 
with the SS during the war due only to the difficulty of ro-onforcing 55 units 
with 1 I want à yes or по answer? 
Yes, it was held because of that. 
Q The SS officers were trained, were эў 39 scho and training 
establishments? 
Yes, SS officers schools. 
3 по other iehrmacht officers were trained 
only officers of the SS, and only officers 
visited these schovls. 
Was the SS main headquarters respunsible he promotion of officers in 
SS units, or did they come under the ordinary Wehrmacht organization? 
They came from Himmler. 
Were the appointments of 
Himmler, or by the normal army 
From Himmler. 
Now you have told us that tne SS units served in the field únter the сс 
Wehrmacht 
Yos, 
9 ‘ho detailed tho particular units that were to serve іп tho particular army 
or corps? 
The General Staff ordered that. 


Q Did Himmler have any control over the allotment of 


sees A 


H0919-0065 


commands? 
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at the bozinoing of the 


Himmler who oricinall units 


lea lqurrt 


Of the Einsatzgruppen. what headquarters cotailed men that were 


up the Zinsatz groups? 


11018427 


„not hear about these 


hore, 
Chief of the main 


4 «are you really saying 
know that you had Waffen en serving with units 


or 41054852 commanders 


H09 19-0066 
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A Yes, 1 want to say that. 

Q Very well, Vid you know that you had SS units detailed to ficht 
Partisans in the Eastern territories? 

A Yes, I heard about thate 
Q Were those units detailed from your cffice, or from other SS 
offices? 

4 No, it was decided by the headquarters whether they were to work, 
or did duty as anti-Fartisan units, or on the front. 

Q By that I imagine you mean that the army headquarters could serve? 

A Yes. 

Q Did I understand you to say that Von Den Bach Zelowskí was not an 
SS officer until he was appointed Chief of the anti-Partisan wit? 

Не was mace a General of the Waffen SS a lone time after he had 
taken over the anti-Partisan bureau, or the anti-tartisan -ffice, and he 
formerly was С eneral cf the Folice. 

Q Наа he been before that in the Allgemeine SS? 

A 

Q At what date would ycu say that he became Chief of the antie 
Partisan unit? 

A I can not give you the date. However, already as Hicher SS and 
Police officials, we had at the becinnin the war anti-rPartisan fights in 
the East, 

But do you say that he cid nct become a Waffen SS General until 


after he had been 


ruppenfuehver and Ganeral cf the Weffen SS would you agree with him 


was probably the correct date? 


I think that he was appointed later How I cannot say f 


sure, 4 believe that he fornervly was 
Q That is what he зас We w b g ab ; а “hen he es 
on to say. and 4. quote : e 2.2.3: "Otherwise + was there until 2 


of 1912 when I was 2 Chie? oz the anti-"artisan vaits," Wi 
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now agree that date is the correct date of his appointment? 

A That $ cannot зау, 

Q The only reason I called your attention to that matter is because 
I wanted you to understand it. You had given us evidence as to certain 
facts, and, yet, upon that one fact you are completely incorrect, You 
realize that, do ycu? 

A I don't see anything wrong. I just said апа I told the Court 
what I tell you, the way I know it, 

Q Now you go on:to say that the Totenkoptverbaende had nothin: 
to do with the Waffen SS, is that correct? 


A No, I did not say that. І must have been misundcerstocd, 


Q May 5 take it that the Totenkcpbtverbaence was nct a part of the 


organization of the Waffen SS? 

A Yes, they came during the war, 

Q The Viaffen SS was only in existence curin’ the war, was it nct, 
got its name during the war? 

A Yes, 
Q and the Totenkoptverbaende was an intre al part of department 
in that organization? 

A Yes, during the war. 

Q I just want to ask one or two questions abcut your name. Would 
you first sign your name on a piece of paper (Thereupon the witness writes 
his name on a paper), Did I understand you to say that you asked Himmler 
what was going to happen to the Jews that were being taken cut of Berlin? 

A Yes, 

Q Were you worried about what was scins t happen to them? 

A Noe However, it was rather interestin:; that all of a sudden that 
these people were taken from Berlin, 

Q So you only asked Himmler what was Хас to happen to them, because 
it was interestinz, is that it? 

A Yes, that intorested me very much. I proved that later on 
sofar as the Hunsarian “ews were Concerned, 

Q And Himmler answered, "You need have по headaches,!? 


Yes, Himmler said that, an? he also said that the Jews would 





— ШИШ 


into large work camps, and would werk there, 


Q Just one or tw: more questions I want to ask on that. If the 


purpose of your question was purely of interest, why should Himmler have 
said, *"You need have по headaches." Will you explain that? 

A I just want to say that even it was known in the hichest circles 
of the SS that I opposed the position of Himmler to the number of incidents, 
and that he did not want me as a political person, so far as politics were 
concerned, 

Q My second question is this, were you quite happy that the У 
should be deported, and put into labor camps, and turned into slaves 
work for Germany. Were you quite contented with Himler's answer abc 
that? 

m No, I know Himmler did not say "slaves", but he said thet they 


should be there under their own ruling. 
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Q But did you все nothing wrong yourself in taking the 
Jews away from their hones, and putting then into labor canps? 

A I 414 not think it too well since before the way they 
һас given the Jews the chance and the OK to leave Germany. It was 
iy opinion thet if they did not want tho change, it would be better 
to make thea innigrate into foreign countrios, 

Q I ад asking you, did you sco anything wrong in taking 
away the Jews fron their homes, and putting then into labor caps? 
Was that quite consistent with your conscience? 

a No, пу conscience was actually against it, but I had 
nothing to do with it. I officially could not do anything since 
I, aS an official, did not have anything to do with it, 

Q Т ^ 2 procedure consistent with tho gener- 
al teaching a S gave their officers, of that kind of troat- 
ment to the Jews? ias that in accordance with the teaching of the 
SS to their officers? 

Дд No, However, I would like to add 
that it would be inpossible to have Jews in a 
with such a circle of officers, and with Jewi 

Q All right, we will leave that. Will 
(the witness) this, and tell whether this іс your signature? 

Yes, that is ny signature -- 
Just read it, will you? 


(continuing) -- and that is the letter I referred to 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: May we have, for tho record, what 


THE WITNESS: That is the letter I referred to before 
concerning my speech, or talk to Hinulor Concerning the mertial law 
BY COLONEL GRIFFITH JONZS: 

Q Now we will just sce what you refer to. Tt is ра. 
1972 US 471 (showing tho wi S the docunent) reading as follows 


in part: "I deliver following report regerding the солліблеп t 


of the Waffen SS in the Protectorate Behenia and Moravia during 


сбое 
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tho civilian state of ологбопсу." It is written on 14 October 


1921. "Іп the nutual changes, all Battalions of tho Waffen SS 
in the Protectorate Воһо іа end Moravia will be brousht forth for 
Shootings, and relatively for the Supervision at hangings. Up un- 
til now there occurred in Praguc 99 Shootings, and 21 hangings; in 
Brucon, 54 shootings and 17 hangings, a total of 191 executions 
including 16 Jews. А couplete report regarding other ne 
on the conduct of the officers, поп-сопв and men will 
loving the termination o? the Civilian state of emer gency." 

Were you in the habit of reparting to the Reichsfuchre 
the shootings and hangings that the Ss troops carried out: 


that part of your job? 


the Reichsfuchrer с é eyd hed used tho Waffen SS for 
tho cxecutions, ani I had to prove this. They aln produced a 
mutiny with the units. 

Q You say that you handed the activitios of Heydrich in 
Protectorate, but nothing of the doing ho Hinsatzkornando 
the anti-Partisan units of the Eastern t 

were roplacenent units that were under 
and complained to ne, 
COLONEL GRIFFIT * Very well, that is all, 
CAPTAIN TUBSUID) Olonel Smirnov, do you wish to 
any questions? 
COLONEL SLIIRNOV: WN I have none. 
LT. COLONEL BROOKE,RT: have a few. 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY LT. COLONEL BROOXHA"T: 


c» 


0 Vhat was tho rolatic nship of 18 rank of 


У 


coaaandor 
between yourself and General Borger? 
He had exactly the same rank as I, Chief 
Office, and I was neithor under him, nor was he under 
Q Had General Berger ever referred to you in 


of recruiting for the SS? 
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os, that was discussed between tho replacenent of- 
fice and my office, and he also talked to ne about it. 

Q What did he ever tell you about his conferences with 
Hiualer growing out of the fact that the SS had such a reputation 
for being ruthless Killers, so that the recruiting progran becarne 
very difficult? 

No, he nover said anything about it to uo -- 


Do you have any knowledge == 


A (continuing) -- but, however, he should have told me 


that. Berger however said something else. Maybe it was a mistake 
due to the fact that the Waffen SS had such a larze nunber of 
casualties that tho recruiting was getting moro difficult; that we 
settled. 

Q Did Berger ever say anything about his havins written 
Himmler under a secret classification on this problem? 

A No. The relation: between Berger and 
in such a way that he told me anything personally. 

Q Referring now to another matter. How often 
visit Oranicnberg? 

А eve isited the concentration canp, but 
shop was there. 

Q How often? 


about five or six tines, maybe. 


, 
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Q Маз it known to you by reason of what you saw, and what you heard, 
and by what you smelled, that there were executions going on and extermination 
by burning of human beings going on in the concentration carps? 


57 
4 


Oe I never went into the concentration camp. 


Yes. 


А 
4 That is not шу question. Shall I repeat? 
A 
Q 


Was it known to you when you visited your workshop in Oranienberg, 
that by what you saw, and what you heard, and what you smelled, that there 
wers exterminations and burning of human beings in Oranienberg camp? 

A Го, that was not possible. 

Q Don't you know that the odor from the burning of cadavers at 
Oranienberg wes so well known that even the children on the streets of that 
town talked about it? 

А That was never told to me, otherwise, I would havo known of 

Q another matter. You say that the Medical Department of the 
nothing to do with experiments on human beings? 

А Sofar as I remember, no. 

Q You also say that the Waffen SS received nothing in the way o 
protection from concentration camps industries, is that right? 

A From the products of the industries. Only the SS received moro ог 
less a certain percentage of the number of products by way cf the Eccnomic 
Adninistreti^n. 

Q What do you know about this. In the processing in the industry 
at Auschwitz, by the exterminaticn of Jews there was the by-prodv^t from 
tho extraction of geld from the teeth cf the victims, and that regular ship- 
ments of the gold bars made from these extracted teeth were sent monthly to 
the koóicel Department of the SS? 

A I don't know anything about that, because if I would have heard 
anything about it I would have drawn in my own mind the consequences from it. 

T, COLONEL BROOKHART: That is all. 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY м. MONTER AY: 

4 You said that the Waffen SS had nc advartage to take anything out 

from the concentration camp. 


A (No answer) 
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You said that the Waffen SS had no advantage tc г anything 
cut of the concentration camp? 


A По, sofer as my office was concerned, we got a percentage of the 


work hours that was dene by the men, by the priscners in these concentration 


cemps, and, I went also tc ada — I went to say that that wes what wes told 


пә. On this questien of the gold bers thet were sent to the Medical Depart- 
ment cf the SS, that cculd not be true, and thet the only person that could 
heve received them wuld be the Rei.chsphysicien of the SS, or the Reichs- 
eoktor cf the SS. The Reichsdoktor of tho SS was directly under the Roichs- 

of SS. 

Q The SS Reichsstandarte, wes it a part of the Waffen 55. 

А Yes. 

Q Do you know, or heva you аду knowledge of this speech made by 
Himmler, or the address given to the officos of the chstandarts, 
by Himaler on the day at Metz? 

I heard of that speech which created quite a 
house. Later 

^n thet was the money that was to be paid from mcn hat was from the 
products that were produced in the ссп entraticn camps. Thoy said that they 
would not accept any gifts throu h the work cf others, because in that way 
they would not one dependent. 


Q A zopsndent from the workers? 
from the relationship of 
not be a dependent. That Himmler, he did not 


That is all. 
D you have any questionn ur.Koessl. 
з, I have two questions. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Ном long will they take. 
DR. KOESSL: They are very short questicns. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: How long? How many minut 3s? 


DR. KOESSL : Mostly ten minutes. 


66 - 1 10 
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CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: All right. I think we had better 


adjourn and you may hold them until after lunch, sey, 1410 hours. 


(à recess was taken until 1410 hours), 
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When the Totemkopf regiments, 5 tc 8, existed uncer 4eissmayer 
were not yer a part of the Waffen SS? 
No, otherwise they would not have been under Heissmayer. 
aid that the Waffen SS was credited for the workine hours 


of the concentration camps? 


What was the advantase for the Waffen SS in this? 


The divisions could be equipped more quickly to this delivery of 


Would the Waffen SS have received the same weapons if it had not 
credited with working hours”? 

Yes, 

Did the Wehrmacht receive wea;.ns in the same way? 

No, that was an agreement between Himmler and the Hich Command 

of the Wehrmacht, 
Q As Chief cf the SS main leadership office did you learn where 
troop replacements and medical matters came from? 
They were received from the office cf the Reich 


SS or pharmaceutical people, 


Did this Reich doctor of the SS have anything tc do with the 


about medical matters. 
know in what form the 


nothing about the 


certain times at least hicher in per- cent- 


ace than those cf the Wehrmacht? 


А They were higher in the French campaign in the Totenkopf 


Division because those Totenkopf Divisions hac not been trained enough before 


it was sent into action, 
Did you talk with Obereruppenfuehrer Веггег about recruitments 
for losses that they sustained? 


Noe 
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COLONEL NEAVE: Has AMTSGa3UPFE W been discusses earlier today? 


Just for my guidance as 1 wasn't here this псгпіпс, whe was Obergruppen- 


fuehrer Berger? 
A The Frosecution said that Berger cbstructed recruitment. It 
was hard to recruit for the Waffen SS because it was such a bloody formation. 


с you knew whether the pulaticn believed that the Waffen 55 


had losses greater than those cf the Wehrmacht? 
In 190 the news was spread that we had very great losses. 
Does that finish with your witness, Dr. Koessl? 


KOESSI: That is 211 the questions І had іс ask him. 


MISSION ADJOURNED AT 1430 HOURS) 


revoing is а true 


TUBRIDY 





